
HERITAGE COMMISSION 

Annual Report for 2021 

The mission of  the Peterborough Heritage Commission is to identify, preserve, and protect the historical, architectural, 
cultural, and social heritage of  our town and to preserve historical landscapes, views, and buildings in their landscapes. 

The renovation /restoration of  the Elizabeth Yates McGreal house is, at long last, underway!  With 
completion expected in late June/July, we are turning our efforts toward publicizing the McGreal 
House and the contributions of  Elizabeth Yates McGreal to children's literature and of  her 
particular importance to the Monadnock Region.   

With things opening up we are looking again at restarting our photo exhibits in the Townhouse.  
This year will see a new approach to these by having a guest organization set up their exhibit in the 
front stairway.  This should go up in late spring. 

Also happening spring/summer will be a installing a plaque at 10 High Street to commemorate the 
site of  the Schoolhouse for District #1.  This was agreed to at Demolition Committee hearing of  
November 19, 2019 concerning the demolition of  the structure that was standing on that site at that 
time.  The remnants of  two of  the original walls to District #1 Schoolhouse had been incorporated 
into that structure.  A number of  the bricks from these walls have been used as facing on the 
foundation of  the new structure being built on this site. 

The Demolition Review Committee [a subcommittee of  the Heritage Commission composed of  
members of  the HC and at-large members from the community] had more requests in 2021 than 
2020, seemingly associated with the increase in building activity accompanying the COVID 
pandemic.  As was true of  last year, there are a number of  demolition permits that had been 
approved but have not been acted upon. 

A town-wide barn survey, an effort undertaken in past years to cooperate with the Preservation 
Alliances’ efforts to save historic agricultural buildings, is still on hold due to pandemic concerns. 
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